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Edition13 Summer 2009 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of LOOK SOUTH, the Newsletter that aims to keep our 
members and supporters “in the picture” of what’s going on in our District.  
 
Was your group represented at our District AGM  held on 13th May? If so thanks for your 
support for our District Executive. 
 
The District Management Team (DMT) and their colleagues (ADC’s) have been kept busy 
recently visiting Group AGM’s  and have been very impressed with the high standard of 
Scouting being offered to the young people of South Bristol. Thanks for all your efforts. 
 
Any Group that has not yet set a date for their 2009 AGM are urged to do so ASAP. 
 
The DMT attended a memorial tree planting ceremony  at Woodhouse Park during May, 
details of which can be found inside this edition. We have also included details of WHP 
development news. 
 
The County Patrol Camping Competition (41st year) is being held at Woodhouse Park on 
23rd, 24th & 25th October 2009. (more info’ inside) 

Congratulations go to Bear Grylls  the new Chief Scout, and to Wayne Bulpitt  the new UK 
Chief Commissioner. More information is reproduced later in this issue. What do you think 
about these appointments? 
 
Avon Scouts are recruiting the Unit Leadership team for the 22nd World Scout Jamboree , in 
2011 in Sweden. Closing date for applications to County Office is 31st July and selections will 
be held over weekend 4th to 6th September. More info’ inside. 

Do you know about the Scout Associations campaign to Stop The Rain Tax ? If not, please 
find out all about it (scouts.org.uk/water) and sign up or speak to our MP or next year we 
could be facing a massive increase in our water bills. (in many cases losing the complete 
exemption to paying the tax based on the area of land controlled by groups) 

Thanks also to those groups and various sections who have shared their programmes  with 
the DMT and /or ADC’s. We always welcome more, so if possible just e-mail them, as usual 
to bristolsouthdmt@avonscouts.org.uk. 
 
Invitations remain open for nominations for the post of District Explorer Scout Commissioner 
(DESC) and for an Assistant District Commissioner, Scouts (ADC Scouts)  although there 
has recently been “a declaration of interest” so ‘watch this space’. Any interested person can 
still contact the DMT or if you can think of someone that we should ‘have a word with’ then 
please let us know. 
 
Did you see a copy of previous editions of LOOK SOUTH? If not, please see your GSL as 
they were all issued with copies for distribution or see our web site 
www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk . We aim to publish four times a year to correspond with 
the seasons. 

From the District Management Team; Bob Stanfield, N ick Winter and Bob Hussey. 

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
THE VOICE OF SCOUTING IN BRISTOL SOUTH DISTRICT 



Look South Edition 13  Page 2 

Tree planting ceremony in memory of 133 rd leaders 

Members of the 133rd Bristol (Newfoundland) Scout Group, attended a ceremony at 
Woodhouse Park on a sunny afternoon last May. 

 

From left to right  Lady Mayoress, Lord Mayor, Don Malcolm (President 133rd) Ian Kingscott (Chair 133rd) Neil Salter (CC) 

More than 80 Scouts and guests gathered to plant two trees in honour of two former 
colleagues. The Sorbus trees, commonly known as Mountain Ash, were planted in 
memory of Ron Gover, the group's founder and former scout leader and president, 
and Cecil Hook, former scout leader, treasurer, chairman and vice president. Both 
passed away last year. 

The Mountain Ash tree was chosen because it has white flowers between May and 
June and attractive red berries in autumn, which is very fitting as the scout group's 
colours are red and white. 

The ceremony was lead by new group president Donald Malcolm, and then the Lord 
Mayor of Bristol Chris Davies and Avon Scouts commissioner Neil Salter addressed 
the guests. 

Cecil Hook's son Andrew and Ron Gover's daughter Judy Robbins also said a few 
words. 

The planting of the trees was followed by a barbecue and refreshments, giving 
guests the opportunity to look back at all that Mr. Gover and Mr. Hook did for 
Scouting. 

Red and white ribbons were tied to the trees and commemorative stones were also 
unveiled. 
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133rd Group Tree Planting Ceremony 
 
 

 
Above - Some of the 80+ people at Woodhouse Park patiently waiting for the BBQ 

 
 

 
 

Above - The Lord Mayor planting one of the two  
commemorative trees at Woodhouse Park last May. 
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256th Bristol 
 

256th Bristol Cub pack cleared two areas of dumped rubbish in conjunction with 
Arnos Vale Cemetery Trust on Wednesday evening, 10th June for the Environment 
Partnership Award. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictures courtesy of Cyril Mullen, 256th Scout Group 

  
 
At the 256th group AGM on 20th May, Adam Brown, Brandon Ferguson, and Jordan 
Ross were presented with their Silver Chief Scout's Award 

 
 

Avon Unit Leadership team for 22nd World Scout Jamb oree � 

Avon Scouts are starting the recruitment of the 4 person strong Unit Leadership team 
for the 22nd World Scout Jamboree, due to take place in July/August 2011 in Rinkaby 
Sweden.  Applications are welcomed from any adult in Avon Scouting so please 
forward to anyone eligible. 

Closing date for applications to County Office is 31st July and selections will be held 
over weekend 4th to 6th September.  

A role specification, background notes and application form are available at 
http://www.avonscouts.org.uk/wsj2011/ 
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WOODHOUSE PARK DEVELOPMENTS 
 
 
During June 2009 our County Commissioner (Neil Salter) and County Chairman 
(Paul Maisey) attended the planning committee of South Gloucestershire Council 
where the first two applications that had been submitted to develop Woodhouse 
Park, to meet the needs of 21st Scouting, were considered by local councillors. The 
CC’s are delighted that the application for a new toilet and shower block on the Yeo 
field and an adventurous High Ropes course were unanimously passed by the 
planning committee. 
 
The planning application for the new toilet block will ensure that there are facilities 
which are compatible with today’s requirements and expectations of young people. 
Alongside this the new high ropes course will provide a challenging activity, 
encouraging groups to work together to overcome various challenges on the ground 
and at height in a safe controlled environment. The granting of planning for these two 
applications is of course the first step towards the overall vision for the future that the 
County have for Woodhouse Park and they are continuing to pursue applications for 
a caving complex to further increase the activities onsite and an activity barn to 
provide much needed indoor accommodation for activities for groups camping onsite. 
 
There is still much to do to make the vision for Woodhouse Park a reality and we 
must all now begin the hard work of fund-raising to cover the costs of delivering these 
exciting new facilities for the centre. They are sure that in pursuit of this fund-raising 
aim that they can continue to count on your ongoing support. 
 
The CC’s thank all of you that have either been actively involved in driving this 
forward or expressed your support for our vision 
 
 
 
 

          Woodhouse Park  

     The County Training, Activity and Camping Centre of Avon Scouts 
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Bear Grylls announced as new Chief Scout  
 
Bear Grylls will be the new Chief Scout of the UK Scout Association. The famous 
adventurer takes over when current Chief Scout, former Blue Peter presenter Peter 
Duncan, completes his five year tenure in July.  
 
When asked why he chose to volunteer for the UK’s l argest mixed youth 
movement, Bear said: ‘In short, because I love adve nture and I love hanging 
out with good friends. For me this is what Scouting  is about.’ 
 
Born on 7 June 1974, Bear Grylls will be the younge st ever Chief Scout.  
 
He first got involved in Scouting aged eight as a C ub Scout. Bear attributes this 
time as part of the inspiration behind his adult ad ventures presenting TV 
shows such as Born Survivor: ‘So much of who we are  as an adult is formed 
when we are kids,’ said Bear. ‘What Scouting says t o people is: “it’s okay to go 
for it in life”. 
 
‘Every child has a right to have an adventure. Life  is about grabbing 
opportunities. The prizes don’t always go to the big gest, the best and the 
strongest – they go to those who persevere. These a re simple life lessons that 
Scouting teaches people.’ 
 
The Chief Scout provides inspiration for the 100,00 0 adult volunteers involved 
in Scouting across the UK.  
 
The position was created in 1920 with the appointme nt of Robert Baden-Powell, 
who founded the Scout Movement in 1908.  
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Brownsea Island Outdoor Centre 
 

 
The National Trust takes this opportunity to introduce you to The Outdoor Centre 
which has access to the shore and spectacular views of the Purbeck Hills.  The 
centre is situated around the area of Baden-Powell’s experimental camp in 1907. It 
incorporates a campsite for up to 200 and a 24 bed lodge.  
 
The island is 500 acres of natural habitat, and is an ideal outdoor classroom for 
active learning and creative curriculum opportunities. We also offer fun and team 
building activities including instructor or self led archery, problem solving and low 
ropes.  Our unique situation in Poole Harbour allows us to offer water based activities 
in amazing surroundings. 
 
In addition to Scouting and Guiding we are now able to offer schools and other 
organised youth and community groups a chance to experience Brownsea on a 
residential visit.   
 
There was an Open Day on July 18th 2009 to meet the team and see Brownsea 
Island and all it has to offer.  
 
Those that were unable to attend the open day but you would like to book a day or 
residential visit, a booking information pack is available.  Our booking staff will be 
happy to help you plan your visit, the contact details are below 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Brownsea Island. 
 
 
Trevor Warwick - Outdoor Centre Warden 
 
 
Contact Details; 
 
Email: brownseaisland@nationaltrust.org.uk 
  
Telephone: 01202 492161  
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A NOTE ON ACTIVITIES  
 
 
Adventurous Activities 
Over the last couple of months we have had some Activity Notifications for 
Adventurous Activities when the event organiser has not had a fully qualified 
Adventurous Activity Permit Holder running the event. These events have been 
requested to be cancelled unless a Permit Holder is present. Please ensure that you 
have Permit Holders running your Adventurous Activity Events otherwise you may 
compromise Scouting Insurance cover for the event. Please see Scoutbase 
Factsheets for a list of activities requiring Adventurous Activities Permit Holders. Also 
ANY Adventurous Activity whether inside or outside the District Activity Boundary 
must be notified to District via a District Activity Notification (DAN).    
 
Nights Away Permit Applications  
District are increasingly receiving NAP Applications that try to short circuit the correct 
application route. This results in events having to be cancelled or problems in 
arranging permit holder cover and assessors at short notice. This has resulted in 
young people being let down by the cancelling of an event. If you wish to apply for a 
NAP then please following the following procedure:  
 
1. Get an application form (NAPERMIT 1 from Scoutbase Factsheets - Nights Away 
Section) from your GSL or Scouter in Charge (this ensures your GSL is aware that 
you are applying for a Permit).  
2. Complete the Form. Add your Membership number to the top of the form. Add 
camping experience details particularly camps that you have helped lead or with the 
organisation of.  
3. Return completed form to GSL for a parity check.  
4. GSL to forward form to John Jones (ADC Activities). Currently District do not have 
a nights away advisor so the District Team will review the NAP application at the next 
District Team Meeting and a Nights Away Assessor will be appointed to the 
candidate. It is advisable and recommended that applicants have completed Module 
16 Nights Away training for their particular section.  
5. The Assessor will advise the candidate on planning and preparation for a Night 
Away test event if deemed necessary. Only then can the date for a test event be 
agreed.  
6. The test event must be covered by the attendance of an existing NAP holder.  
7. The NA Assessor will complete an assessment checklist during a visit,  that is then 
to be forwarded to John Jones.  
8. At the next District Team Meeting the results will be reviewed and the issue of a 
 permit will be agreed in consultation with the section ADC.  
9. If the application is rejected the applicant via the assessor will be advised of any 
further requirements.  
 
Please if you intend to apply for a Nights Away Permit and require advice contact any 
member of the District Team. 
 
NANS & DANS 
 
In future please do not send emails to john.jones@bnsnuclear.co.uk as this 
email address no longer exists. Please contact him at 
john.jones@avonscouts.org.uk. 
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Astronomer badges?  
  
Are any of your scouts planning on, or currently working towards, their Astronomer 
badges? Whether they have been enthused by the huge range of International Year 
of Astronomy events taking place in 2009, or simply have a general interest in Space 
and all things Astronomy-related, we can help! 
  
The Herschel Museum of Astronomy in Bath is perfectly situated for any Scout pack 
in the South-West. We run several hands-on workshops which would be absolutely 
ideal for groups of Scouts wanting to complete their 'Astronomer' badges: 
explaining the movements of the bodies in the Solar system by making moveable 
orreries, exploring different space-related natural phenomena seen from Earth 
(northern lights, shooting stars, comets, eclipses etc), identifying and drawing 
constellations and getting creative with myths and star pictures.  
  
Take a look at the attached school workshops programme below, or get in touch with 
us to discuss what we can offer you! 
  
The museum is available for group bookings from 10am-1pm weekdays (and all day 
on Wednesdays), or can be opened after hours for a modest fee. The Museum's 
Georgian garden is a lovely setting for badge presentations too! 
  
I very much look forward to hearing from you. 
Best regards, 
  
Matina Mitchell 
  
Learning and Audience Development Officer 
Herschel Museum of Astronomy 
19 New King Street 
Bath BA1 2BL 
Tel: 01225 446865 
www.bath-preservation-trust.org.uk 
 

Herschel Museum of Astronomy Educational Programme  
 

All workshops are approximately 1 hour long 
and can be combined with any other workshop 
if desired. 
 
Prices are £3 per child unless otherwise  
stated (e.g. due to higher material costs).  
Due to the limited space available at the 
Museum, the maximum group size is 25 
children. 
 

Please contact us on 01225 446865 to discuss your requirements! 
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County Patrol Camping Competition 

The County Patrol Camping Competition, in its current form, started in 1968 and is 
now in its 41st year. 

This year it is being held at Woodhouse Park on 23rd, 24th & 25th October. 

 The County Patrol Camping Competition (CPCC) is opportunity for Scouts across 
the County to develop their camping and team working skills over a weekend under 
canvas while competing in a friendly yet challenging Competition. 

Each team competes for one of two trophies, the “Post & Press” trophy [full 
competition no adult assistance] or the “Tony Award” [for the first entry scout needing 
some adult assistance].  The weekend includes a variety of activities for fun and 
broadening the participants Scouting skills, usually based around a different topical 
theme for each year. 

Forty years ago Neil Armstrong, a Scout, was the first person to stand on the surface 
of the moon. Our camp theme is based on this historical Moon Landing.�

This is your opportunity to pit your camping skills, ability and teamwork against other 
Scouts in the County. Or you could just camp with us for the weekend. 

The following points and the information on our webpage will give you the information 
you need to put your plans in place.  Further detail will be supplied when we receive 
your application form and fees. 

The event includes two competitions.  
 
     The prestigious ‘Post & Press’ Trophy in which points are scored for good 

camping standards, cooking and teamwork.  Then there is the ‘Tony Award’ for 
the best ‘Tenderfoot’ Patrol. This is a patrol that may need some adult help over 
the weekend. Any team can enter the ‘Post & Press’ competition, but only Scouts 
who have not taken part in this event before can enter the ‘Tony Award’. 

 
     The event fee of £15.00 per person includes a variety of activities at allocated 

times along with the site camping fees. 

 Entry will be by Patrol; please use the entry form on our website. Cheques       
should be made payable to ‘Avon County Scout Council’ and marked County Patrol 
camp on the back. 

 The closing date for entries is 30th September. Applications received after this 
date may not be accepted. 

 ¨      The total number of entries to the event is limited to 40 patrols of 6 Scouts. 

 Further information, and the forms you need for the event, are available at 
www.avonscouts.org.uk/patrolcampingweekend. 
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Natural England - Cub and Scout Naturalist Activity  
Badge 

 

Natural England is delighted to be sponsoring the C ub and 
Scout Naturalist Activity Badge.  
 
The natural world is all around us and Natural England's  job is to make certain 
that we look after it, enhance it and enjoy it in o ur daily lives. The natural world 
is fascinating and getting out and exploring it is great fun. As Cubs and Scouts 
know, our natural habitats are vital to wildlife an d our own survival both now 
and in the future.   

The Naturalist Activity Badge encourages Cubs and S couts to go on an 
outdoors adventure to learn about the place where t hey live, to discover the 
wonders of the natural world and how through our li ves we might effect the 
world around us. 
 
Natural England will give plenty of new ideas and i nformation about places to 
explore, offer activities and competitions to help discover plants and creatures 
on our doorstep, provide opportunities for Cubs and  Scouts to get involved in 
fantastic events and provide useful resources for L eaders to support the 
delivery of the two Naturalist Activity Badges.  
 
We aim to get a million children outdoors and explo ring the natural world in the 
next three years and the activities of the Naturali st Activity Badge will go a long 
way towards this.  

We want to double the number of children visiting f arms and our national 
nature reserves, as well as launch an exciting inte ractive wildlife gardening 
website, promoting healthy walks and school initiat ives and activities 
associated with our marine campaign too, and that's  just in the first year, so 
what are you waiting for?  

Go take a look at what is on offer at the Natural England website …….. 
naturalengland.org.uk 

Natural England will be producing a resource to hel p towards achieving the 
Naturalist Activity Badge soon. 
 
Find out more about the requirements of the Cub Naturalist Activity Badge  and 
the Scout Naturalist Activity Badge  @ scoutbase.org.uk 
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Scout becomes world's oldest man 

23/06/2009 

Scout Henry Allingham has been confirmed by 
Guinness World Records as the world’s oldest living  
man.  
 
At the weekend it was confirmed that Tomoji Tanabe had 
died at his home in Japan on Friday 19 June aged 113. 
Tomoji had held the record for oldest living male since 24 
January 2007.  
 
Henry, who inherits the title, was born in Clapham on 6 
June 1896. He is also the oldest surviving member of the 
armed forces and served in both the First and Second 
World Wars. 
 
Craig Glenday, Editor in-Chief of Guinness World Records said, ‘We're pleased to 
see Henry take the world record. The last time someone from England held the title 
was Frederick Butterfield, who died on 9 March 1974 aged 110’. 

The world’s oldest Scout 
In 1914, Henry first went along to his local Scout Troop with his cousin, taking part in 
a programme of camping and outdoor activity for about six weeks before the First 
World War broke out.  
 
Henry said, ‘I really enjoyed it and wanted to join, but I was unable to do so because 
my mum could not afford the uniform.’ 
 
Henry was invested into the 6th Brighton last November after they heard he’d missed 
out on a hundred years of Scouting. He was invited to their 30th Birthday 
celebrations and, exactly one hundred years after he first joined the Scouts, was 
invested in the 6th Brighton Scout Group. On 1 November 2008 he was honoured  
with the Chief Scout's Personal Award.  
 
At the time Simon Carter of The Scout Association said, ‘Henry had a sparkle in his 
eye when he joined in the Group’s birthday celebrations with 120 youth members, 
leaders and parents. He told me that just being around young people and adults with 
so much energy and enthusiasm for life made him feel young again.’ 
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DISTRICT BEAVER EVENT 
  
  

District Sleepover  
  

Friday 9th OR Saturday 10th October 2009 
 

Lovell Centre, Woodhouse Park 
 

Cost & times to be confirmed 
 

Please see your Beaver Leaders for more information 
 
 

BRISTOL SOUTH SCOUT FELLOWSHIP 
 
Having sent in a report for the last issue, an error was immediately pointed out to me! 
Our meetings are usually on the 4th Thursday of the month (not the 3rd) sorry! 
 
This year's annual outing in May was via Monmouth, Brecon, the Mountain Centre 
(lunch stop) and Merthyr Tydfil. Some members then took a trip on the steam railway 
up the valley from Merthyr Tydfil and back, before we left for our return trip, stopping 
for supper at Llangattock. Unfortunately the weather wasn't as kind as in recent 
years, but despite the heavy storms everyone enjoyed their day out. 
 
Our two recent monthly meetings have been talks by the Rev. Jack House and 
Rosemary on their visit to Antarctica, with photographs to pass round; and by John 
Roberts on the old Bristol printing firm of John Wright (no longer with us) where he 
worked for many years. 
 
In July we hold our annual barbeque - again this year at the HQ of the 256th Group 
at Christchurch, Hengrove; and August will be the usual Men v. Ladies skittle match 
at the Cross Hands, Bedminster Down. 
 
Reports of these activities will follow in due course. 
 
Beryl Chappell, Bristol South S .F. 
 

Amendment to District Directory 
 

Page 13 – please remove Troy Lake as GSL of 127th Scout Group.  
Please contact Scout Leader Richard Cumner for any GSL issues.  
 
 
 
Please send any entries for the next edition of Look South to the editor by 30th 
September 2009 . By post: Philip Burnett, 10 Dean Lane, Southville, Bristol, BS3 
1DF. E-mail: phillip.burnett@bristolsouthscouts.org.uk. Tel: (0117) 9857198. 


