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 LLOOOOKK  SSOOUUTTHH   
THE VOICE OF SCOUTING IN BRISTOL SOUTH DISTRICT  
 

 
Edition 17, Summer 2010 

 
Welcome to the latest edition of LOOK SOUTH , the Newsletter that aims to keep our members and 
supporters “in the picture” of what’s going on in our District. Please see an important message inside 
relating to the printing and distribution of this edition (page 2).  
 
Since the previous (Spring 2010) edition of LOOK SOUTH  all members in Bristol South District 
have been kept very busy. You can read all about the various section activities and visits etc. on the 
following pages, including a piece relating to the Dixie Duggan Trophy for ENDEAVOUR.   
 
The District Management Team (DMT) has also been kept very busy visiting Groups AGM’s  and are 
pleased to report that Scouting in our area continues to flourish. If your Group has yet to fix a date for 
its AGM please do so and let the DMT know. Thanks. 
 
The District AGM  took place on Mon May 24th at the 229th HQ. Phil Bird was the County 
Commissioners representative and updated the meeting with a report on the progress made by Avon 
County during the last year. As this was our District Secretary Rose Nicholls last meeting before 
retiring, she was presented with flowers and some Bristol Blue Glassware. Rose had been our 
secretary since the creation of Bristol South District in 2005 having supported Bristol South East 
District for many years before that. 
 
We are pleased to report that the arrangements for next years ‘22nd World Jamboree’ are under way 
and an update relating to this can be found inside this edition of LS. 
 
Regular readers will recall that 2010 is the year when we are promoting ‘adult recruitment’  in our 
District. This was the agreed way forward and was a consequent of points made in many of the ‘where 
are we now’ (RAG) assessments completed by Groups in our District. Good progress has already been 
made by some of the ‘Hubs’ formed from neighbouring Groups. 
 
Congratulations to the two patrols from 127th St Anne’s Scout Troop who took 3rd and 4th places in 
the TONY AWARD  at the recent County Patrol Camping Competition Weekend. They were the only 
Group that entered teams from Bristol South!! 
 
Also congratulations to the following leaders who have recently gained their Wood Badge; Katherine 
(Kat) Allen (A.S.L.) 127th, Laura Dunk (A.C.S.L.) and Richard Staniland (ABSL) both 148th. 
 
We confirm that District Explorer Scout Commissioner (DESC) and (MDM) Media Development 
Manager appointments remain outstanding. We also continue to seek a new District Secretary.  
Suggestions to any member of the DMT and /or District Executive. See inside for the ‘job description’ 
of a ‘Training Manager’  in Bristol South. This is another role that needs filling. 
 
Did you see a copy of previous editions of LOOK SOUTH ? We aim to publish four times a year. 
If not, please see your GSL as they were all issued with copies for distribution or see our web site 
www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk. See the ‘District Calendar’ on that site for confirmation of dates of 
meetings and activities. 

From the District Management Team; Bob Stanfield, N ick Winter and Bob Hussey. 
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LOOK SOUTH – PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION.   
 

The team that has, in the past arranged for the printing and distribution (to GSL’s) of the 
‘LOOK SOUTH’  have, unfortunately just lost that facility. Until an alternative printer etc. can 
be arranged most readers will have to rely on a link to the District web site and download 
their own copy. We also trust that each Group will be able to print off copies for those that do 
not have that capability and distribute. However, if you know of anyone seriously 
inconvenienced by this temporary arrangement please let the DMT / Dist’ Chairman know.  
 
If anyone knows of someone that can reproduce about 125 copies of a 14 sided, A4 black 
and white, news sheet four times a year very cheaply, let the DMT / Dist’ Chairman know. 
We may consider adverts to help pay any costs. 

 
SOMETHING FOR GSL’S 

 
Do you know about the latest GSL support information from HQ? Have a look at the scout 
web site (www.scouts.org.uk) and search for GSL support and you should find a ‘Virtual 
Induction’ . The resource, in six parts covers all the key aspects of the role, important 
relationships and processes. You can download the sessions in stages (e.g. once a month) 
or get them all in one go and use at your leisure. 
 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
 

Have you read your latest copy of ‘Scouting’ June/July 2010? If so, did you see the feature 
on pages 52 – 55 ‘WESTERN APPROACH’ ? Recognise anyone familiar? 
If you don’t get your own copy see the scout web site (www.scouts.org.uk) and search for 
‘magazine’ and follow the link. By the way, you can also see the section supplements that 
you may not receive in the post, via the same link. 
 

ENDEAVOUR 
 

The District Chairman, in consultation with the DMT agreed to revive the Bristol South West 
 

‘DIXIE DUGGAN TROPHY for ENDEAVOUR’ 
 
It was decided to use a dictionary definition of the meaning of endeavour and chose, 
 
“To exert physical or intellectual strength for the attainment of; to use efforts to effect; to 
strive to achieve or reach; to try; to attempt.” 
 
The main criteria for selecting the winning Group / Individual to receive this annual award will 
come from the impression built up over the previous year of a Group / individual’s general 
performance. 
 
At our recent District AGM Bob Wallace of the 175 th (Totterdown Methodist)  was the first 
recipient of this honour. The Group’s RAG (Red, Amber, Green) presentation, coupled with a 
35% increase in membership was enough to persuade the panel that they were just ahead of 
some other very good Group’s in our District. The trophy was presented at our District AGM. 
 

Congratulations to Bob and all at the 175 th. 
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WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE 2011 – 
22ND WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE: SIMPLY SCOUTING! 

 
 

Here we see photographs, taken at our St. 
George’s Day Parade of those selected to 
represent Bristol South District at next years 22nd 
World Scout Jamboree taking place in Rinkaby, 
Sweden, between the 27th July and the 7th August 
2011. 
  
It will be an experience of a lifetime for Abigail 
Moran, Jamie Cockle from SuperNova pictured 
left and Harry Lewis, Daniel Attree from 127 th (St 
Annes) pictured below. At the foot of this page is a 
photo’ of the Avon Unit ‘Avonasaurus’. 
 

Participants will make life-long friends, learn from other cultures and beliefs, share 
their own knowledge and experience what it's like to live in beautiful Swedish nature. 
 
Being a member at a World Scout Jamboree contingent is an incredible once in a 
lifetime opportunity! Over the course of ten days they will meet people from all over 
the globe, take part in amazing adventures and experiences and be  
challenged to think about issues global in a new light. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

"Have you saw us -
 Avonasaurus" 

 

 

The unit is made up from 36 young people from across Avon 
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BRISTOL SOUTH SCOUT FELLOWSHIP  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR AGM, THURSDAY, 22 APRIL 

2010 
 
At the AGM last year I agreed to take over as Chairman of the Scout Fellowship. I 
have tried to fulfil the duties to the best of my ability.  We remember the two 
members (Betty Hall and Chris Schafer) who have died in the past year.  
   
I would particularly like to thank Ken Jenkins, Pete Clarke and Joyce Blackmore for 
their support during the past year. Ken has been especially helpful in assisting me to 
organise the monthly meetings (Bob Giles was unable to continue for personal 
reasons); and also the Founder’s Day lunch and the annual outing.  
    
Since the AGM in April 2009 the Fellowship have enjoyed an interesting programme 
of meetings and events. These have included:  

·  A talk by John Roberts on John Wright & Sons -- printing company 
·  Barbeque at 256th Bristol HQ 
·  Skittles match -- Ladies v Gents -- the ladies won this event  
·  A presentation by Bob Giles on the history of radio 
·  Two teams entered in the County Quiz. One of our teams did well 
·  Some members also took part in the quiz at Bishopsworth British Legion 
·  Pre-Christmas meeting at St Paul’s Church, Bedminster with carols, a quiz 

and punch and mince pies 
·  Our January meeting was cancelled due to the weather  
·  A talk by two members of the Bristol Methodist Centre, Old Market; at this 

meeting we presented a cheque for the work of the Centre 
·  Founder’s Day meal held at Stockwood Vale Golf Club 
·  An interesting talk by Brian Hall, a recently retired primary school head 

teacher 
·  District St George’s Day Parade and Service, Latter Day Saints Churc 
·   Annual coach outing -- canal trip etc on the Kennett and Avon Canal 
·  A talk by Sheila Keevil  
·  A talk by Pam Roberts on Hodgkin House, Clifton  

 
Future Events: 
 
 22 July -- BBQ at 256th Bristol HQ 
 26 August -- Skittles evening  
  We have yet to arrange other events for the remainder of the year 
 
Throughout the year we have financially supported the Scout Holiday Homes Trust 
and our annual charity, this year being the Bristol Methodist Centre. I have decided to 
stand down as Chairman of the District Scout Fellowship at the end of the year. 
Scout Fellowship will cease to be a part of Scouting on 31 December 2010. I do not 
wish to hold any appointment in the new Scout Active Support Unit. I feel that as 
Scout Active Support is to be a new venture it would be beneficial for a new person 
to hold office.  
                             
 

John Roberts (Chairman) -- April 2010 
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275th BRISTOL SCOUT GROUP 
 

It seems the group was started by Mrs. Brock as Cub leader in 1942. The Brocks 
were opticians on Eagle Rd., Brislington. (The third generation now run the opticians 
in Chew Magna). Scouts started in 1945. The Church owned the Grove Hall, and the 
group met there. As a Cub in the early 1950s I recall picking up stones in the garden 
of the Brock’s new house on the Wellsway, Keynsham for a “Bob-a-Job”! 
 
With a shortage of leadership (what’s new) Pip Williams of 5th (St. Luke’s) also acted 
as Scout leader at the “Congo” as we were known. (The Congregational Church 
became the “URC” later). Pip encouraged Ivor Davies to become Scout Leader and 
the Group thrived. There was a progression through the group, with the next batch of 
leaders “coming up through the ranks”. 
 
My first camp as a Scout, probably in 1953, was at Clutton. The gear was taken by 
trek cart to Brislington station, then on the train to Hallatrow and so up the hill to the 
camp site. Most other camps I recall were at Hill Farm, Burrington. A magic site, far 
from everything. Again, the gear had to be carried up “Stoney Lane” from Bob 
Bugler’s dad’s removal van (parked up by where Blagdon Water Gardens is now). 
Summer camps were further afield, again travelling in the back of the furniture van. 
Even Cranham was a whole day journey. 
 
Our leaders had to do “National Service”, so were military trained. In Senior Scouts, 
we were drilled by our leader, Roger Bowring, who had been an RSM! Church 
Parades were held on every first Sunday of the Month and we paraded from the 
Grove Hall, round Eagle Rd, to the Church. St George’s Day parade was from 
Brislington to Trinity Church, Old Market! And back again!  
 
In the 1950s and 1960s, the Church family was very strong, with much happening for 
young people. Many “Scouts” married “Guides” (The Guides also met in the Grove 
Hall) The Scout group committee was well set up and fund raising fairs led to model 
railway exhibitions. Coach trips were to Portishead, Clevedon and Weston, and there 
was an annual cricket match against the Scouts at their Summer camp. 
 
I remember Mr Chapman and Ray Lillington as DCs of BASA District (Brislington and 
St Annes). Jack Milford’s sons were in the 275th and we, as young Scouts didn’t 
realise at that time that he was a uniformed leader- DC of Knowle District. Jack later 
became the DC of the new “Bristol South East” District. 
 
The Senior Scouts in the 1950s made the “Movietone News” (a news feature in 
cinemas at that time), when they rafted on the “Kontki” raft on the Thames. Later, the 
275th Senior Scouts won the “Wild Shield”, rafting on the Marine Lake at Weston, 
using the “original Kontiki” sail. Under the leadership of Roger Bowring, the Senior 
Scouts went on a summer camp to Kandersteg in the late 1950, at a time when this 
sort of trip was not the norm. The Scouts were on the front page of the Evening Post!   
But since these high times, the group has faded away to eventually fold this year. It is 
now up to others to create the memories our young people will have of their “growing 
up”.  
 

Cyril Mullen 
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ST.GEORGE’S DAY – 2010 

 
 

The County Commissioners 
representative at this years St 
George’s Day Parade and 
Promise Renewal was Clare 
Waggett, seen here on the left, 
greeting some of our Beaver 
Scouts after the service. 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 Shown below is our band for the day from Blenheim Scouts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST.GEORGES DAY 2010 (Sunday 25 th April) 
Our 2010 parade started at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
Hengrove and we marched for just under a mile behind ‘Blenheim’ band. The 
congregation of around 800 young members and parents enjoyed a presentation 
about famous Scouts. Our St George’s Day collection amounted to £333.35 which 
has been donated to the Shelter Box Appeal contributing to providing two boxes, 
numbered 4081 and 4082. If you visit their web site (youngshelterbox.org ) you can 
track the progress of our boxes. There is also a ‘Scouts’ area that includes an Activity 
Library providing programme ideas for all sections.  
 
To find out more about Shelter Box please see article on next page.  
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SHELTERBOX 

Providing aid in emergencies 
 
ShelterBox provide much needed emergency aid to countries hit by earthquakes, 
volcanoes, floods, hurricanes, cyclones, tsunamis or conflict. 
 
Each ShelterBox supplies an extended family of up to 10 people with a tent and 
lifesaving equipment to use while they are displaced or homeless. The contents are 
tailored depending on the nature and location of the disaster, with great care taken 
sourcing every item to ensure it is robust enough to be of lasting value. 
 
Highly trained teams of ShelterBox volunteers distribute boxes on the ground, 
working closely with local organisations, international aid agencies and Rotary Clubs 
worldwide. 
 
ShelterBox are currently providing aid in Uganda, where on Monday 1 March a 
mudslide down the slopes of Mount Elgon wiped out an entire village and much of 
the surrounding area. Up to 5000 people, including 1800 children have been 
displaced. So far ShelterBox have distributed aid to 2000 people. 
 
They have also been working in cyclone-hit Fiji providing 200 people with emergency 
shelter. A category four storm battered the Vanua Levu and Lau Group islands last 
month destroying homes and crops leading to a state of emergency. 
 
Lyndon Tamblyn, a Shelterbox volunteer commented, ‘There was large damage to 
telecommunications, roads, electricity supply, water supply and to food crops. The 
Shelterboxes distributed were well received by those who lost their homes in the 
disaster.’ 

Further details and information on how your group can get involved can be found by 
visiting the Young Shelter Box website. (youngshelterbox.org) 

 

 
 

With the help of the United Nations Humanitarian 
Air Service (UNHAS), Shelter Boxes are delivered 
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FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL ‘DAY OUT’ 2010 
 

This year’s annual trip was 
based around some of the 
delights of Wiltshire and 
surrounding area, during 
Sunday 26th May. The nearly 
full coach took members and 
friends to the picturesque 
market town of Hungerford 
where ‘The Rose of 
Hungerford'  was waiting at 
the wharf (see photo’ left) She 
is one of the boats operated by 
and belonging to the  

Kennet and Avon Canal Trust. (Incidentally ‘The Kennet and Avon Canal’ is 
celebrating its 200 year anniversary during 2010) 
 
The Rose of Hungerford is 55ft long and 10' 6" wide and seats up to fifty passengers 
with four crew. She is equipped for all-weather cruising and was launched in 1980 
with the express purpose of helping to raise funds for the Trust in their efforts to 
restore the closed canal to full navigation. For ten years she ambled gently along this 
stretch of the K+A canal until 1990 when the canal was officially reopened by Her 
Majesty the Queen who performed the opening ceremony by descending part of the 
Caen Hill flight at Devizes on board.  
 
She is, therefore, a 'Royal Barge' which was considered very suitable for the 
assembled Fellowship members.  
 
The second photo (below/right) shows one of the many locks that had to be 
negotiated during our trip. 
 
After lunch and back on our coach, we were taken on a 
scenic drive driven around ‘The Vale of the White Horse’ 
Savernake Forest, The Vale of Pewsey, with a tea break in 
Marlborough. 
 
An evening meal had been arranged in The Crown Inn at  
Bishops Cannings (just outside Devizes) and a most  
enjoyable day concluded with a relaxed journey home. 
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 LOCAL TRAINING MANAGER VACANCY –  

BRISTOL SOUTH DISTRICT 
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If you are interested in the position and/or would like more information please 
contact Rosmarie Kirwan, the County Training Manager, in the first instance.  
 
Rosmarie Kirwan 
19 Wellington Park 
Clifton 
Bristol BS8 2UR 
 
rosmarie.kirwan@avonscouts.org.uk 
 
Tel: 0117 973 4994 
Mob: 07794 423 171 
 
Continued on next page………… 

�
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LOCAL TRAINING MANAGER – SCOUT COUNTY OF AVON 
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82nd BRISTOL (St. 
Bernadette) 

  
SCOUT GROUP 

 

�

82nd Bristol (St. Bernadette) Scout Group  
 

Life begins at 40 
 
As we are all aware Scouting began in 1907 when Robert Baden Powell, Lieutenant General 
in the British Army, held the first scouting encampment at Brownsea Island. However, it 
wasn’t until 11 June 1970 that the 82nd Bristol (St. Bernadette) Scout Group was founded and 
met at the Saint Bernadette Catholic Church in Whitchurch, Bristol.  
  
In 1982 the local parishioners arranged the lease of an 8000sq. ft plot of land in Kylross 
Avenue, in Whitchurch, from the Bristol City Council. In June of that year the foundations to 
the new Scout Headquarters were laid. With the continued dedication of the parishioners in 
both raising funds and dedicating time and labour the roof of the 2300sq. ft. Headquarters 
was completed by February 1983.  
 

 
Opening of new Scout HQ Sept. 1983 

 

The Headquarters was finally finished and officially opened on 10th September 1983, and 
the memorial plaque of this achievement is today still on display in the headquarters large 
1250sq.ft main hall.  
  
Since its opening and because of the continued dedication and commitment of Leaders, 
Parents and Friends over the years the "Scout Hut" remains as a testament to the 1980's 
pioneers and like so many other Scout Headquarters is maintained purely from locally raised 
subscriptions and donations.  
  
Over the years many changes have occurred to the Scout Group and in 2003 the Scout 
Group went co-ed and has since welcomed both boys and girls to join the various sections. 
2009 seen the launch of our own Scout Group website where all members can check out the 
forthcoming activity programme and photo albums of recent activities 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversary Badge 
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This year the 82nd Bristol Scout Group celebrates its 40th Anniversary. As a special 
celebration this year’s Scout Group AGM took the form of a social evening with over 80 
Cubs, Scouts, Parents and Friends in attendance, where during the evening all Cubs, Scouts 
and Leaders received their new 40th anniversary badges. 
 
We were also pleased to welcome Bob Stanfield from the District Management Team who 
together with the rest of us enjoyed a memorable evening which included live music from 
four of our Explorer Young Leaders who have recently got together and formed a band. 
 

 
Explorer Young Leaders Band (Lost in Electric) 

 

The evening also have us an opportunity to pay tribute to our current GSL, Mary Hennessey, 
who after over 18 years of service to the 82nd Bristol Scout Group has decided to retire at the 
end of July this year.  
 
Mary joined the Scout Group in April 1992 as an assistant Beaver Leader and then took over 
as Beaver Scout Leader in January 1994.  
 
March 2004 saw Mary taking over the role as Group Scout Leader at a time when the Scout 
Group could have faced closure due to lack of Members, Leaders and was also in financial 
difficulty. It is a testament to Mary and her husband Phil, who took over the role as Treasurer, 
that our 40th Anniversary evening was a resounding success with so many people present.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary (extreme left) with the Scout Group on parade 

 
We extend to Mary a very happy retirement in July and hope her continued help on the 
executive committee continues to be an inspiration to all of us.  
 
 
Steve Williams 
Chair 82nd Bristol (St. Bernadette) Scout Group 
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FROM THE BRISTOL SOUTH SCOUT COUNCIL 

The first meeting of the new District Executive has been held and for general 
information the following is presented. 
 
From County meeting – May 2010 
 

1. Feedback requested re. recent County events i.e. Cubs Day at Pill and 
Beavers at Zoo. 

 
2. Note 2011 = 25 years of Beavers. County considering Slimbridge visit. 

 
3. What do we know about ‘Squirrels’? (Section before Beavers!!) Apparently 

Squirrel Section is unique to Northern Ireland and became affiliated to 
Northern Ireland Scout Council in January 2009. 

 
4. Note 2011 bank holidays, Good Fri = April 22 and Easter Mon = April 25 

therefore consider our St George’s Day / Promise renewal activities / date. 
 

5. Training – Team needs to be enlarged, suggestions to ‘Rosmarie Kirwan’, i.e. 
see also Scoutbase - Adult Training eNews 24, May 2010 for 1. Red Cross 
partnership changes and 2. confirmation of Safeguarding Training following 
POR update. (Both to be an ongoing requirement) Also 3, development of 
Module 38 (skills for residential experiences). Already completed are the 
training materials for Module 16: (Residential Experiences) which will be 
available in June. Any comments / feedback to Rosmarie. 

 
6. Adult Reviews - All those subject to an appointment review will need to ensure 

they have completed the training at the point of their first review. Initially, 
training should be recorded by those conducting the review; however, the 
Association is committed to ensuring that such training is able to be entered 
on the membership database at the earliest opportunity – at which point 
Training Administrators will be able to amend the necessary records. 

 
7. Scouting Plus goes to only 43% of members therefore encourage all to update 

their records by logging in to Scouts.org.uk and changing profile settings. 
 

8. Gang Show – rehearsals during Sept / Oct and performance during Nov 2010. 
 

9. MAPS (Manager of the Activities Permit Scheme) = Val Todd. 
 

10. QSA (Queen Scout Award) Stu’ Ballard in Admin Role. Local reception later 
(maybe) 

 
11. WSJ (World Scout Jamboree) 36 + leaders in place. 1st camp completed at 

Polish Scout HQ Tintern. 
 

12. WHP (Woodhouse Park) Planning continues as does agreement with Scout 
Association. 

 
Continued next page…. 
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13. Grant Board confirmed 50% costs for additional member of RDS (Regional 
Development Service) Other 50% outstanding therefore consider using WHP 
money. 

 

14. Student retention + recruitment overview paper available from Steve Smith DC 
Cabot. 

 
15. A3 recruitment posters rec’d from Clare Waggett for distribution. Display being 

organised 6/7 Nov 2010 at The Mall. 
 

16. Updated GSL’s induction info’ from RDS soon, although pack available now – 
“Keys to success for GSL’s”. Also new info’ for Group Secretaries and Group 
Chairs available, as well as new Nights Away File (Clare doing bulk order) 
Note “supporting Group Treas’” and “Group Supporters” to be updated end of 
2010. 

 
17. ‘In Touch’ update. Are we confident that our guide lines match POR? Also 

query process for meetings in Group HQ’s. District Web Sites to be updated. 
 

18. Recommendation to consider future of Groups with low numbers recorded on 
Census. Should be part of District Development Plan to encourage growth. 

 
19. Reminder - Group HQ’s construction audit to CC before end May 2010. 

 
20. Look out for local stories in next “Scouting Magazine” (June/ July edition) 

 
Updates from recent DMT meetings. 
 

1. Group AGM’s underway. 
 
2. Dist’ AGM completed 24/5/10. Endeavour Award to Bob Wallace + 175th 
 
3. Four places from BS for WSJ to Abigail Moran, Jamie Cockle (both from 

SuperNova) and Harry Lewis, Daniel Attree (both from 127th St Anne’s) 
 
4. Fellowship trip (K+A canal ride etc) 16th May 2010 enjoyable. 
 
5. St George’s Day 25th April 2010 considered a success (see county note 4 

above) 
 

6. Group/District HQ building audit (for County) completed. 
 

7. Update from District to County req’d regarding our response to census returns 
from some Groups. 

 
8. Recruitment Campaign continues. Next meeting now Wed 16 June @ Balfour 

Road. 
 

9. Mon 5 July - GSL's meeting + BBQ @ Eastwinds 
 

10. Wed 21 July - SL's + YL's BBQ by Explorers @ Eastwinds. 
�
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BLENHEIM BALLOON TEAM  

 

 
 

Blenheim Balloon Team have returned triumphant from the Evesham Balloon Fiesta having won the Hare and 
Hound competition landing their marker within a meter of the target.  Hare and Hound is where a balloon, the 
Hare takes off and the rest, the hounds, give chase. The Hare lands and the rest have to throw out their markers, 
the closest to the target wins the prize. In this instance it was the brand new “Asparagus Trophy” and £100.00 
The balloon was flown by Pilot Lee Pibworth, Pilot under Training (PUT) Alex Burnett and Crew Joe O’Byrne. 
The rest of the Blenheim Balloon Team acted as launch and recovery crew.  
�

Ballooning in Austria 
 

Our hot air balloon training in Austria can simply be described with one word, awesome. Never had I been so 
excited to wake up at 5.30 in the morning to get up in my life. Dawn broke on the first morning, and it was 
perfect flying conditions. With the balloon out and set up all we needed now was to set off up into the sky, and 
so we did. We stayed up for two hours, what a way to start the week, AND with a soft landing. 
 
The week continued like this for several days with some hilarious flying moments including flying a balloon 
across the middle of a road, you’ve seen ducks cross the road but have you ever seen a balloon cross a road, I 
certainly hadn’t until this week.  
 
The training itself was brilliant, with some pretty cool instructors, making us do everything you can possible do 
in a balloon, high level flying as well as low level flying, both totally different skills which are hard to master, 
but by the end of the week, we had almost mastered them completely. 
 
Just a few more hours and several of us will be fully qualified to fly a hot air balloon by ourselves as well as take 
people up with us.   
 
Alex 
 
After a long, tiring journey, we finally arrived at our destination, Stubenburg, Austria. When we arrived there 
was no rest as we were told we would be flying that evening. We were put into two teams. They consisted of one 
experienced pilot and three trainee pilots. As this was only my second flight I felt excited, nervous and curious 
about what our pilot would ask us to do. We each had a turn to use the burners and therefore fly the balloon. It 
felt completely overwhelming to be in control as there were so many things to think about.  
 
The next nine days fell into the same exhausting routine as we were up at 5.30am and going to bed at 10.00pm. 
As the days went by I became more confident in flying. It was a tiring but amazing ten days and we even came 
back to England with one newly qualified pilot who can fly our balloon. 
 
Claire 
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FUNDRAISING 

 
You are reminded that all fund-raising applications made through Scouting must be 
authorised by the District Chair and County Commissioner as per POR. 
  
This is not always happening and it does on occasions backfire on us.  
Sometimes the media will run a competition for local community projects and we can 
have several Scout Groups competing against each other.  
 
The approach as outlined in POR should in practice help us to avoid this situation. As 
the largest organisation in the area with everybody supporting we are usually in a 
good position to gain significant support for this type of competition - if we can get 
everybody behind it. 
 
On occasions described above that support will be diluted by having several projects 
applying and County cannot in all fairness look to gather support for either project. 
County would like to be able to try and get everybody behind one individual project  
 
Can we please ask you to ensure that in future all applications for fund-raising follow 
POR 
�
�
�
�

SCRAP STORE CARDS 
  
The District has renewed their membership of the Scrap Store for 2010/2011 and a 
membership card has been given to the A.D.C. of each section for leaders to borrow. 
One will also be held by Bob Stanfield for emergency use.  
�
Bob Stanfield (DMT) 
�
�
�
�
�
All items for the “Autumn Edition” of Look South to  the editor by 
Thursday 30 th September 2010  
 
The Editor is Philip Burnett 
Email: phillybuk2002@aol.com 
phillip.burnett@bristolsouthscouts.org.uk 
Tel: 01179857198 
Post: 10 Dean Lane, Southville, Bristol, BS3 1DF 

 


