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Look South  
The Voice of Scouting in Bristol South District  

boast our public profile. We 

have a St. Georgeõs Day Pa-

rade and Service on the after-

noon of Sunday 22nd April. 

Iõm sure that there will also 

be lots of sectional activities. 

I would just like to finish off 

for this year by taking this 

opportunity to wish you all a 

Happy New Year. 

If you have any contributions 

for the Spring issue, please 

send them to me by 17th 

March 2012.   

Andy Dyer  

andy.dyer@bristolsouthscouts.org.uk 

Welcome to the 23rd issue of 

Look South. 

As 2011 ends, it is a good 

time to reflect on the year 

just past. There has been a lot 

of good scouting in South 

Bristol this year. This has 

included many events run as 

a district or attended as a 

district. Some examples are 

the Jamboree, the Bear Hunt, 

Scout Camping and Rafting 

competition, many cub 

events, JOTI and JOTI Radio   

There have also been celebra-

tions of the first 25 years of 

(official) Beaver Scouting, 

including a visit to Noahõs 

Ark Zoo Farm, two nights of 

sleepovers and a party. 

But we have also lost some 

good friends in Scouting 

during the past year. I hope 

we can all take a few mo-

ments to remember them all. 

So what can we look forward 

to in 2012. Across the coun-

try we will be celebrating the 

Queens Diamond Jubilee but 

there is also the Community 

Week (see page 6), where we 

have a chance to not only do 

something good for our com-

munity, but we also get to 

             Editorôs View 

256th Bristol Cubs in the Bristol Evening Post  

Inside this 
issue:  

Latest News from 
the DMT 

2  

In Brief 3  

JOTI / JOTA  / 

JOTI Radio 
4  

Why do we need 

NAN and DANs? 
5  

Avon Scouts & 

Guides Rowing & 

Pulling Club  

5  

The Queen's Jubilee 
- get involved 

6  

Beavers Birthday 
Party 

6  

New Deputy Coun-

ty Commissioner 
7  

Blenheim Young 

Leaders take After-

noon Tea at the 

Lord Mayorõs Man-

7  

District Beaver 

Sleepover 
9  

Scout Community 
Week 2012 

9  

From the Archives 
éé. 

9  

A message from 

Bristol Martial Arts 

Academy 

10  

Avon County Patrol 

Camping Competi-

tion 2011 - Titanic 

Results 

10  

Focus On éé... 11  

Future Events 12  

            

TWO dedicated Cub Scouts 
from the 256th Hengrove 
pack were last night present-
ed with a top award by Bris-
tol's Lord Mayor. 

Nathan Niblett and Louis 
Plaster, both ten, received the 
Silver Chief Scout's Award ð 
the highest award they can 
achieve in the Cub section of 
the Scout Group. For the last 
18 months they have taken a 
full part in the group's activi-
ties, including visits to the 
local fire station, SS Great 

Britain and Kingswood mu-
seum. They attended a talk 
and demonstration by local 
police, even taking part in a 
simulated riot, and learning 
how police would control it. 

Group Scout leader Cyril 
Mullen said: "The boys have 
learned about recycling, 
they've both been chefs and 
DIY experts and carried out 
many handicraft tasks for 
Christmas and Mother's Day. 
Outdoor activities they've 
taken part in include 

camping, cooking 
on open fires, 
archery, orienteer-
ing, hiking, as well 
as taking part in a 
football team. 
With all this activ-
ity, they've not 
only completed 

six challenge badges to gain 
their award, but gained badg-
es for astronomy, science, 
home and personal safety, 
entertaining, cycling, and 
home help. They have be-
come 'sixers', leaders of their 
group of six cubs within the 
pack, which shows their po-
tential to be future leaders." 

Words from the Bristol Evening 
Post, Friday 16th December 
2011 and photos from Cyril  
Mullen. 

www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk  

mailto:andy.dyer@bristolsouthscouts.org.uk
http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
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Welcome to the latest update from 

the DMT in this edition of LOOK 

SOUTH, the Newsletter that aims to 

keep our members and supporters in 

the picture of whatôs going on in our 

District.  

 

The DMT were pleased to attend the 

Beavers 25th Birthday Party along 

with over 100 of our young members 

from the District, at the beginning of 

December.  Please see a separate 

report on page 6. 

 

Dan Wood (CC) has announced new 

trustees who were elected to serve on 

the County Executive. They are John 

Kirwan (Chair), Kathryn Challis, 

Graham Meikle, Matt Ashley, Simon 

Hornsby, Julian Kern, Mike Bell and 

Huw Cooke.   

 

He has also confirmed that Rosie 

Hopley, is the new Assistant County 

Commissioner, Marketing and Com-

munications, working with Jools 

Granville, DCC Marketing and Com-

munications. She will be responsible 

for improving external communica-

tions for Avon Scouts. With that in 

mind, we would welcome a young 

persons input to liaise on behalf of 

our District ð suggestions for young 

spokesperson / young ambassador 

for PR, media should be mentioned 

to the DMT. 

 

Please note that next yearõs County 

AGM will be at the Great Hall of the 

Wills Memorial Building, University 

of Bristol on 5th July 2012. Make a 

note of this date. 

 

The latest County Development plan 

(to 2015) is emerging and the 2012 

District Development Plan will re-

flect this County plan. Ours will also 

incorporate any items from recent 

Group RAG reviews. One of its aims 

is to extend the existing list of adven-

turous activity permit holders in the 

District to include more 'domestic' 

activities (crafts etc.) that are availa-

ble. This idea will be discussed with 

GSLõs. 

 

 We should be able to distribute the 

County Activities Booklet 2012 in 

the New Year, so look out for it. 

 

County have organised a training day 

for all district / group executive 

members on Saturday 26th February 

2012. Everyone should have been 

notified, if not please see your GSL. 

 

Also have a word with your GSL if 

you feel any colleague is worthy of 

one of Scoutingõs ôspecialõ awards. 

They should be able to process nom-

inations for Scouting Awards. 

 

Reminder re. Scout Community 

Week. This UK-wide fundraising 

initiative supported by B&Q, to help 

Scouts 'do one thing' to have an im-

pact on our community 14ð20 May 

2012, and will take Scout Job Week 

to the next level. It offers sections, 

Groups and Districts the opportunity 

to design a fundraising project which 

delivers real benefit to the local com-

munity. See further article later in 

this edition [see page 9] and please 

keep DMT informed of any plans. 

Also a reminder re. Queens Dia-

mond Jubilee year. Again see further 

article later in this edition [see page 6 

and please keep DMT informed of 

any plans. 

 

Congratulations to the Scouts from 

148th Stockwood and 256th Christ-

church for their fine efforts at the 

Avon County Patrol Camping Com-

petition. The results are published on 

page 10. 

 

Congratulations to Scouts from the 

21st Bristol Group on gaining the 

Chief Scouts Gold Award. As report-

ed in the Bristol Evening Post [and 

Broadlands School newsletter òThe Linkó], 

Josh Shute, Josh Rees, Aaron Bur-

ford, Brandon Hewer and Jess Harri-

son were all recently presented with 

the highest Scout Section award. 

Also congratulations to two Cubs, 

Nathan N. and Louis P. from 256th 

who were recently presented with 

their Chief Scouts Silver Award by 

the Lord Mayor. Jamie L. a Beaver, 

also from 256th was presented with 

his Chief Scouts Bronze Award at a 

separate ceremony.  

 

Recently, the Scout Association have 

received a number of questions 

about the difference between Occa-

sional Helpers and other roles in 

Scouting, particularly Sectional Assis-

tants. In response to this, the Scout 

Association has sought to clarify a 

few points which are reproduced 

later in this edition [see page 11]. 

Did you see a copy of previous edi-

tions of LOOK SOUTH? If not, 

please see your GSL or see our web 

site www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk.  

 

From the District Management 

Team; Bob Stanfield, Nick Winter 

and Bob Hussey.  

Latest news from the DMT  
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http://www.broadlandsschool.org.uk/shopimages/products/thumbnails/LINK%2018.11.11.pdf
http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk
mailto:bristolsouthdmt@avonscouts.org.uk
mailto:bristolsouthdmt@avonscouts.org.uk
http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
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St. Georgeõs Day 2012 

Please add the òDistrict St. Georgeõs 

Day Parade and Serviceó to your 

diary for the afternoon of Sunday 

22nd April 2012 at the LDS Church, 

Wells Road, Whitchurch.  

Further details to follow in due 

course. 

 

Group Websites 

If you have a group (or other scout-

ing related website) that you would 

like mentioned in Look South, please 

let me know and Iõll included a fea-

ture on them in Look South. 

 

Chief Scouts Award at 148th Bristol 

Congratulations to Stacey, until re-

cently a scout at 148th Bristol (1st 

Stockwood), on the award of her 

Chief Scouts Award on Thursday 

15th December. 

 

Thank you from Blenheim Scouts 

Blenheim Scouts would like to thank 

everyone that voted for them in the 

recent NatWest Community Force 

campaign. 

Thanks to you all, we were successful 

in winning Ã6,275!  We didnõt get the 

most votes in our area (we were se-

cond with 527 votes) but it didnõt 

matter as the top three projects in 

each area all got the same amount, so 

congratulations to Music Space (593 

votes) and Studio Upstairs (244 

votes) who were the other two win-

ners in our area. 

Our share of the winnings will be 

used to purchase new tables and 

chairs as well as a projector, screen, 

speakers and other media equipment 

for our recently refurbished Head-

quarters at Cheddar Grove. 

If there are any community groups 

out there that would like our old 

plastic (stackable) chairs, please con-

tact us on 0117 9645555 or          

office@blenheimscouts.org 

Thanks again ð we couldnõt have 

won without you! 

 

District Directory  

The District Directory is to be re-

issued in the new year. 

Please let Rose know if there are any 

amendments to your entry; i.e. 

change of telephone numbers           

- e-mail addresses, change of status 

e.g. single to married, etc.  

Rose can be contacted by email at: 

rose.j.nicholls@virgin.net. 

 

New Training resources for the 

Group Executive and Supporters 

New resources are now available for 

Group Chairman, Secretary, Treasur-

er and Supporter. They look as 

though they will be useful for both 

new and experienced people in these 

roles. There is also a new Factsheet 

for the Group Executive Committee. 

They are available to download at 

www.scouts.org.uk. They are also 

available to purchase from the Scout 

Information Centre. 

The County Training Manager will 

be purchasing a couple of sets for the 

Training Team to use on Manage-

ment Module Courses and we will 

encourage participants to acquire 

their own copies. 

  

Avon Scouts Mountain Activities 

Team (ASMAT) - new email 

Please note that in an attempt to 

improve the email service County 

Scouters are receiving from the Avon 

Scouts Mountain Activities Team 

(ASMAT) they have set up a new 

email address hillwalk-

ing@avonscouts.org.uk. The purpose 

of this is, that when the County Ad-

visor is busy they can direct the in-

coming emails to one of the other 

team members to deal with routine 

enquires and only those emails re-

quiring the County Advisors personal 

attention will be forwarded to him to 

respond to.  It is hoped that this will 

lead to an improvement in service 

from the team. Alternatively if you 

want to speak to the County Advisor 

personally you can contact Mark on 

07887 781665.  

  

 

Dan Woodõs Blog 

Our County Commissioner, Dan 

Wood, has a regular blog. He writes -  

òif you're not already following, you 

can keep up to date with news, views 

and information throughout the year  

via my blog: 

www.avonscouts.org.uk/dans-blogó 

(You may be especially interested in 

the entries for Tuesday, 13 Decem-

ber 2011 14:23 Itõs all about growing 

Scouting and No County fees for 

volunteers - it's all about growth) 

  

 Sailing Section AGM 

The Avon County Sailing Section will 

be holding their Annual General 

Meeting on 31st January 2012 from 

8pm at the Severnside Sub-aqua 

Clubhouse (upstairs meeting room). 

The clubhouse is the red brick build-

ing behind the sailing section yard, 

but approached from the lane leading 

off Avon Crescent. They advise that 

you use the car park alongside the 

Cumberland Basin. 

There will be updates on the 2011 

season, the latest acquisitions, and 

their new base.   Refreshments will 

be available, with a chance to see the 

latest plans for the Underfall Yard 

and an opportunity to view displays 

of their activities and to talk to the 

team. 

In Brief  

w
w

w
.b

ri
s
to

ls
o

u
th

s
c
o

u
ts

.o
rg

.u
k

 

mailto:office@blenheimscouts.org
mailto:rose.j.nicholls@virgin.net
http://www.scouts.org.uk/noticeboard/372/new-resources-for-group-executive-committee-members
mailto:hillwalking@avonscouts.org.uk
mailto:hillwalking@avonscouts.org.uk
http://www.avonscouts.org.uk/dans-blog
http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
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JOTI Radio was an internet based 

broadcasting radio station running 

for 48hrs live over the weekend of 

JOTI / JOTA. 

Scouts from across Bristol South 

District and Avon County spent 

the weekend of the 14th ð 16th 

Oct 2011 at JOTI Radio. 

229th St. Aldhelmõs Scouts HQ 

was the venue for the brand new 

48hr radio station broadcasting 

radio across the world over the 

internet. The Scouts were able to 

talk to other Scouts from all over 

the world via different forms of com-

munication on the internet, as well as 

speaking live on the radio alongside 

an array of guest DJõs. And all this 

was in aid of the annual Scout JO-

TA / JOTI event. 

For those who donõt know what JO-

TA / JOTI is, it stands for Jamboree 

On The Air and Jamboree On The 

Internet. This event happens every 

year on the 2nd full weekend in Oc-

tober. Bristol South has held a JOTI 

event for the past 7 years, but this 

year the organizerõs (Rich Cumner & 

Mike Edney) decided to spice things 

up a little and came up with the idea 

of a radio station that broadcasts 

solely over the weekend. After a lot 

of hard work and many phone calls, 

JOTA Radio was born. 

Scout Radio from Essex, were invit-

ed across to help with the running of 

the radio. Headed up by Martin 

Steers, Mike Edney and team ran the 

communication stations within JO-

TI / JOTA (team speak and mric) 

with Rich Cumner overseeing the 

whole weekend. 

During the event: 

The event created some fantastic 

content, we received lots of great 

feed back from the UK as well as all 

over the world, and lots of opportu-

nities for young people that attended 

the event to go live on air. We had 

Scouts from within the district attend 

as well as groups from out side the 

district. Some stayed over night and 

were on line talking to scouts around 

the world till they fell asleep at their 

station. And others popped in for an 

hour or so to see what it was about 

but never left as they were have such 

interesting chats with fellow scouts 

around the world. 

Feedback: 

Initial feedback is that there is a de-

sire to repeat next year, both nation-

ally and internationally but more so 

within the team. Consideration will 

be given to growing the event in 

terms of event and also location. So 

keep an eye out on the district web 

and also the next Look South for 

opportunities to get involved in what 

can only be described as an ever in-

creasing event. 

Everybody who took part in the 

event, from Beaverõs to Explorer 

Scouts, had a thoroughly enjoyable 

time speaking to fellow Scouts from 

countries including Australia, Brazil, 

South Africa and many more. Not 

only did they use the internet com-

munication to speak to Scouts, but at 

some point over the weekend, every-

body who attended spoke live on the 

radio station. This too was not only 

kept for those in Avon, many of 

those who the Scouts spoke to over 

the weekend were also given the op-

portunity to go live on air, make song 

requests and shout outs. This result-

ed in full audience participation, 

making the radio station a truly 

unique experience. 

One Scout said òYou topped the 

weekend. Iõm not sure if there ever 

should be another JOTI without 

JOTI Radio.ó And another said 

òIõve been listening on and off 

over the weekend. Hopefully this 

will be the start of an annual inter-

national Scouting event coming 

from Bristol.ó 

Here are the key stats from the event: 

Content 

48 hours of live none stop content 

Around 80 young people from Bristol  

South / County going live on air to talk 

about there JOTI experience and scouting 

experiences. 

Over 150 live skype / teamspeak conversa-

tion / interviews with young people and 

leaders over the UK and around the world. 

Listening 

5060 Unique listening stations (eg 1 loca-

tion with at least one PC listening in) most 

JOTI locations that we spoke to had us on 

speakers / PA / Stereo system to a room 

full of young people. 

Average listener listened for 45 minutes + 

Total listener hours 23 days 17 hours and 

24 minutes. 

Web traffic 

2,385 visits form over 90 countries generat-

ing around 5,744 views.  

So what's next for JOTI radio? Find 

us on Facebook hit the òLIKEó but-

ton www.facebook.com/JOTIradio  

and wait and see. Or go to the web 

site www.JOTIradio.org and fill in 

the email form to receive up coming 

notices. www.JOTIradio.org/elist/ 

All that is left for me to say is a BIG 

thank you to all involved for helping 

my self (Rich Cumner ADC Scouts) 

and Mike Edney for putting some-

thing on in the district that was liter-

ary out of this world. 

There are some photos of the event 

on page 12, thanks to 

www.facebook.com/JOTIradio. 

JOTI Radio  
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Recently it has become apparent that 

more and more groups are leaving it 

to the last minute before submitting 

their notification forms. 

We would like to bring the following 

to your attention, and would ask you 

to bring it to the attention of ALL 

leaders in your section, groups and 

units. 

òRule 8.3 Compliance with Rules 

a. For insurance cover by Headquarters to 

be effective, the Rules of the Association 

must be complied with, particularly those 

Rules governing the organisation of activities 

and safety precautions applying to activi-

ties.ó 

òRule 9.1 Activity Rules ð Application 

a. These Rules apply to all activities carried 

out anywhere in the world. 

b. The District Commissioner is responsible 

for approving all activities for Beaver 

Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts and Explorer 

Scouts. This will usually be by means of an 

informal system agreed between the District 

Commissioner and each Group Scout Lead-

er or District Explorer Scout Commission-

er.ó 

The informal system agreed in this 

district is that all activities that in-

volve staying away for one or more 

nights a Nights Away Notification 

must be submitted. 

All activities that involve an adven-

turous activity (e.g. canoeing, archery, 

etc.), or any activity that is taking 

place outside the district boundary a 

District Activity Notification must be 

submitted.  

Both NAN's and DAN's must be 

submitted at LEAST seven day's 

before the date of the activity. 

If a NAN/DAN is not submitted for 

the activity then Rule 9.1 will not be 

complied with, therefore, as we 

would not aware of the activity we 

could not approve it, which would 

mean that the rules of the Scout As-

sociation were not complied with and 

the activity would NOT be covered 

by The Scout Association Insurance. 

Organising any camp or activity sub-

mitting a NAN or DAN is an im-

portant part of it and MUST be 

done, forgetting to submit or late 

submission of a notification can not 

be used as an excuse if an accident 

occurs which leads to a claim being 

made. In such a case the injured per-

son could make a claim against the 

person leading the activity, this is 

why it is of paramount importance 

that these forms are submitted there-

by receiving the necessary approval 

for the activity to take place. 

Approval is automatic when a form 

is submitted unless you are notified 

otherwise by Bob Stanfield or by the 

A.D.C. (Activities) that approval has 

not been granted. 

All leaders will be covered by Scout 

insurance at all times, as long as the 

rules are complied with.  

The D.M.T explain why do we need NAN and DANs?  

Avon Scouts & Guides Rowing and Pulling Club  w
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Our Scout & Guide Rowing and Pull-

ing Club offers taster/fun evenings or 

Saturday morning sessions afloat in 

Bristol Harbour from mid-April until 

late August. 

An opportunity for Scouts, Explorer 

Scouts, Scout Network & Leaders to 

participate, have fun & enjoy rowing 

in Bristol City Docks. 

All can learn how to row, work as a 

crew and acquire water skills ð all of 

which can count towards activity 

badges and awards. Full instruction is 

given by qualified County Instructors 

holding the necessary Activity Permit 

or Authorisation for both Associa-

tions. 

Adult parties ð Network, Trefoil, 

Active Service units or unit leaders ð 

are also very welcome. 

Activity Badge, D of E and other 

experience is available to Scouts and 

Guides usually on a series of Saturday 

mornings, by special arrangement. 

Training for assessment for Pulling 

Permits or adult Instructor roles is 

also available - please ask if you are 

interested. 

Changing, toilet, shower and kitchen 

facilities are all available at the Club 

base at the Benjamin Perry Water 

Activities Centre, Phoenix Wharf, 

off Lower Guinea Street, Bristol BS1 

6TJ.  A well appointed Meetings 

Room is also available. 

Crews of 4 (min) to 15ñ18 (max) 

Scouts or Guides can be accommo-

dated in up to 3 boats. A charge of 

£20 per boat is made. An ability to 

swim 50m and stay afloat for 5 min 

is required for most participants 

(although Instructors may allow one 

non swimmer per boat). The re-

quired buoyancy aids/life jackets are 

supplied. Minimum age is 11 years. 

All Groups/ Units should be accom-

panied by a leader. 

Sessions are arranged to suit individ-

ual requirements and are available 

mid April (when evenings are light 

enough) and are typically about 2 

hours long. Timings are:  

   - evenings (7 - 9pm);  

   - Saturday mornings (10 - 12noon). 

 Two shorter sessions can be ar-

ranged to accommodate large num-

bers attending on any one occasion, 

as suits unit meeting nights. 

Bookings are subject to the availabil-

ity of Instructors and can only be 

taken from 1st March preferably by 

email to: 

Mrs. Sandi Hardwick, Club Booking 

Secretary, Wingreen, Badminton 

Road, Chipping  Sodbury, BS37 

6LL. Tel: 01454 857520. Email: san-

di@wingreen.freeserve.co.uk. 

Sandi can also give advice and more 

detailed information to help unit 

leaders. 

http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
mailto:sandi@wingreen.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:sandi@wingreen.freeserve.co.uk
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In 2012 Her Majesty the Queen cele-

brates 60 years as the British Mon-

arch. The official celebratory week-

end takes place from 2ð5 June 2012. 

There are a number of ways that 

Scouts can get involved with this 

special occasion.  

Activities to do with your section 

The Scout Association has produced 

an activity pack with Girlguiding UK, 

which has ideas suitable for all age 

ranges and to get your whole Group 

or County involved. 

There are many ways Scouts can get 

involved, one of which is to take part 

in the Jubilee Beacons project. There 

is a long history of lighting beacons 

to celebrate Royal events. The aim 

for the Diamond Jubilee is to light 

2,012 throughout the UK. Please 

keep the DMT in the picture with 

any plans and if any help is required. 

Wear the Jubilee Badge  

As an accompaniment to the re-

source, Girlguiding UK and The 

Scout Association have joined to-

gether to produce an 

official badge to mark 

the celebrations.  

The badge is available 

from both organisa-

tions for £1 and can 

be worn as a uniform 

item up until the end 

of 2012. 

 

Order yours from Alan Nicholls, 

District Badge Secretary, or the Scout 

Shop. 

A collection of gifts and souvenirs 

celebrating this special occasion have 

also been produced. From limited 

edition coins to key rings there is a 

product for everybody to mark the 

Jubilee. 

The Queen's Jubilee -  get involved  

Party to celebrate the first 25 years of Beaver Scouting  
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One hundred and four Beavers, one 

Toothy, lots of leaders and guests 

met up at 229th (St. Aldhelmõs) 

Headquarters in Ashton for a birth-

day party to celebrate the first 25th 

years of Beaver Scouting in the south 

of Bristol. 

The party started with a card relay 

game, and ôthe trying to eat chocolate 

whilst wearing a hat, scarf and glovesõ 

game. They then played stuck in mud 

and got into a large circle for pass the 

parcel, played to some music from 

the 1980s. After musical statues, the 

Beavers sat down again and had some 

well deserved tea.  

After tea, the Beavers sang Happy 

Birthday and the cake was cut by 

Ayisha (who is now a cub, as the 

prize for naming Toothy earlier in 

the year), Jenny Paddock and Eileen 

Stanfield (who were involved 

with Beavers in the 1980s). 

After a nice quiet game of 

sleeping lions, the parents turned 

up and the Beavers went home 

with a party bag. 

Thanks to the Beavers for com-

ing along, their leaders for bring-

ing them and for helping to or-

ganise the party, to BCFC for 

allowing us to use their car park, and 

to 229th for allowing us to us their 

Headquarters. 

Thanks to Badger (aka Mike Wilber-

force), via the 255th.org.uk website, Alan 

Nichols and Bob Hussey for the photos. 

http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
http://www.255th.org.uk
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Steve Smith has recently announced 

the appointment of a further Deputy 

County Commissioner (DCC) which 

completes his DCC team.  Stuart 

Ballard will join the team as DCC 

General Duties alongside those al-

ready appointed: Steve Smith 

(Operations), Karla Forrest 

(Management and Development 

Support) and Jools Granville 

(Marketing and Communications). 
 

Steve said òStuart brings a wealth of 

experience from within and beyond Scouting 

and I very much value his good advice.  His 

appointment will complement the other 

DCCs and their roles, providing further 

balance to the team in terms of skill-set and 

experience and additional capacity to cover 

important areas of work not identified with-

in the other roles. 

Stuart lives in Keynsham and has carried 

out a variety of Group, District and County 

Scouting roles supporting sections, pro-

gramme, events and projects such as leading 

a contingent to the World Scout Jambo-

ree.  He works part time as a Public Rights 

of Way Officer having formerly served with 

the Avon & Somerset Police for 30 years 

and before that for 6 years with a Royal 

Air Force Regiment.  Anybody who knows 

Stuart will testify to his commitment and 

passion for Scouting and his approachable 

and fun manner.  

 

His new role will include support to the 

DCC Operations in overseeing management 

of County events and developing the activi-

ties function; management and development 

of our arrangements for adult volunteer 

awards and recognition and the Queenõs 

Scout and Duke of Edinburghõs awards; a 

range of short-life projects that will vary 

from time to time including reviewing with 

the DCC Operations our arrangements for 

supporting World Scout events contingents; 

assisting the management and support of 

County search and selection processes; 

providing cover for critical vacancies such as 

District Commissioners; and linking with 

the County Executive/Trustees on support-

ing good governance and the development 

and management of Scoutingõs infrastruc-

ture/resources. 

 

I know you will wish to join me in welcom-

ing Stuart and working supportively with 

him as he takes up these new responsibilities 

at this important and exciting time for the 

County.ó 

 

New Deputy County Commissioner  
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Blenheim Young Leaders take Afternoon Tea at the Lord Mayorôs 

Mansion!  

After volunteering at the MShed dur-

ing the Pride of Place exhibition in 

July, we had the opportunity to apply 

to go and have afternoon tea with the 

Lady Mayoress at the Lord Mayorõs 

Mansion!  So, on the afternoon of 

Wednesday 2nd November, Nicola, 

Alex, and I visited the Mansion 

House in Clifton with Blenheim Scout 

Groupõs administrator, Karen.  Un-

fortunately, the other Young Leader 

volunteers from the exhibition, Ben, 

Harry and Joe, were unable to secure 

time off from college to attend.  At 

the Mansion House, we walked into 

the hall, which was dominated by a 

very beautiful chandelier.  From the 

hall, we were shown into the drawing 

room where we had a presentation 

about the history of the House and 

Bristol, which was really interesting.  

We then were allowed to explore 

some parts of the very large House.  

Some of the rooms had amazing 

views of the gardens!  We also saw 

some rooms with beautiful ornaments 

including vases and plates and some 

very ornate furniture.  There was also 

a room with a small 

exhibition about the 

history of the Mayorõs 

in Bristol. After touring 

the House, we went 

back downstairs to the 

reception room where 

we could look at other 

interesting items that 

had been presented to 

various Lord Mayorõs in 

the past, including Bris-

tol Blue glass orna-

ments and various models of Con-

corde and met other people who had 

been recognised for their work in the 

community too.  We had tea and bis-

cuits on very posh cups and saucers 

while answering questions about what 

we do as Young Leaders, Blenheim 

Scout Group and our work in the 

community.  Finally we had chance to 

speak with the Lord Mayor and Lady 

Mayoress; they were lovely people 

and were very interested in Blenheim.  

We also had a photo with them on 

the Grand Staircase.  After thanking 

them for a lovely afternoon, our visit 

was over.  Nicola, Alex, and I really 

enjoyed the visit and I feel privileged 

to have been invited to this event. 

 

Written by Claire,                        

Blenheim Young Leader 

 

Photo provided by Blenheim Scouts  

(from left to right ð lord mayor,   Nicola, 

Karen, Alex, Claire, lady mayoress) 

http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
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During the weekend of 11th to 13th 

November 2011, Bristol South Bea-

vers and Toothy turned the Lovell 

Centre at Woodhouse Park into the 

TARDIS for a weekend of Doctor 

Who related fun and adventure. 

On the Friday evening, twenty-two 

Beavers from the colonies of 21st, 

127th and 175th Bristol arrived from 

the darkness (aka the Car Park) with 

various siblings and parents. They 

soon found their rooms, made their 

beds and said goodbye. While waiting 

for everyone to arrive, the Beavers 

worked on some Dr Who colouring 

sheets, some creating multi-coloured 

Cyber Men. After a brief introduc-

tion and even briefer rule sharing, the 

Beavers got their space outfits (well 

their boots and coats) on and headed 

out for a space walk (in the dark 

around the campsite).  Unfortunately, 

a sudden meteor shower appeared 

from nowhere and everyone got 

soaked. After a quick change into 

PJs, the Beavers had Squashy Biscuits 

and tried to design a few constella-

tions before they settled down to 

watch Wall-e. Eventually all went 

quiet in the TARDIS, and the leaders 

could get some sleep.  In the morn-

ing the Beavers woke up and got 

ready for breakfast. The first activity 

was in a nearby galaxy (where galaxy 

= field) and was Planet Orienteering, 

where the Beavers had to find 

Planets around the Galaxy/

field and identify the mystery 

word. They then returned to the 

TARDIS to tables full of craft mate-

rials. The Beavers made a model 

TARDIS, a Planet and Cyber Man 

masks. After a wide game and day 

hike, lunch was followed by some 

bag packing and re-packing and play 

time in the play area. Then suddenly 

the parents re-appeared and the Bea-

vers returned to earth, happy but 

tired. 

On the Saturday evening, twenty-

four new (and fresh) Beavers arrived 

from the distant space colonies of 

81st, 229th and 255th Bristol. Upon 

arrival at the TARDIS, it soon be-

came very clear that two of the lead-

ers were very pleased with the week-

endõs theme, and yes, òFezõs are 

cool!ó Saturday nights activities were 

the same as Friday, except that the 

meteor/rain shower stayed 

away, and bed was an hour ear-

lier!! The Sunday Programme 

was the same as it had been for 

Saturday, apart from a return to earth 

for a minutes silence for Remem-

brance Sunday and the beavers made 

model rockets, model TARDISes, 

planets and space-age backpacks. 

Toothy also made a s space-age back-

pack. They played games of 

òLandmine Clearanceó, òCops and 

Robbersó and òWeeping Angelsó out 

in space, and had some less organ-

ised play time in the play area. Even-

tually these Beavers also returned to 

earth and the leaders could clean up 

and re-load their spacecraft for their 

return to earth. 

Thanks to Badger via 255th.org.uk 

for the photos, to Rainbow (aka 

Debbie Burnett) for her help all 

weekend in the kitchen and to the 

leaders for bringing their Beavers.     

District Beaver Sleepover  
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255th.org.uk
http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
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(mostly) look happy to be going 

wherever they are going. Do any of 

you recognise any one?  

But one thing is very evident, Iõm not 

Weõve just come across this photo 

from the 1950s in the archives,    

possibly of 186th St. Dunstanõs   

Bedminster . Where were they going? 

Was it to summer camp? They 

sure that I would want to complete 

the 21st century risk assessment for 

this trip!!!. 

This UK-wide fundraising initiative, 

supported by B&Q, will help Scouts 

'do 1 thing' to have an impact on 

their community. 

Scout Community Week gives us the 

chance to work together on commu-

nity projects or events to raise money 

for local and national Scouting. 

Taking place from 14ð20 May 2012, 

Scout Community Week takes Scout 

Job Week to the next level, offering 

sections, Groups and Districts the 

opportunity to design a fundraising 

project which delivers real benefit to 

the local community. 

Just by taking part you'll be helping 

to raise much-needed funds for the 

Development Grants Board, which 

provides a financial lifeline to those 

young people and their families in 

need of additional support to take 

part in Scouting. The fund also offers 

match-funding for Local Develop-

ment Officers, helps young people 

take part in expeditions and helps 

families purchase Scout uniform. 

All Groups taking part in the initia-

tive are asked to commit to donating 

25% of fundraising from Scout Com-

munity Week to this valuable fund 

for all UK Scouts. 

In association with B&Q, Scout 

Community Week will help us:  

- raise money for Scouting in your 

local area 

- fundraise for the Development 

Grants Board 

- promote the need for adult volun-

teers 

- enable your Scouts to achieve a 

range of badges and awards 

Everyone who raises money as part 

of Scout Community Week will re-

ceive an exclusive B&Q Scout Com-

munity Week 2012 badge.  

Scout Community Week 2012  

From the Archives éé. 
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Hi 

My name is Simon and I am the sen-

ior instructor at Bristol Martial Arts 

Academy. 

 We have recently been mentioned 

on ITV west and in local and nation-

al news papers after one of my junior 

students was attacked on her way to 

school. 

 As a result of her training at the 

academy and the skills and 

knowledge she had gained in the 

areas of stranger awareness and stay-

ing safe, Jade was able to keep her 

self safe and get away. 

But the outcome could have been 

very different! 

 I was shocked at what had happened 

for a number of reasons, for one it 

was one of my own students but 

more than that because it had taken 

place so close to home. 

We always hear of these sorts of 

things happening in other parts of 

the country but not on our own door 

step. 

 I want to share the skills and 

knowledge that Jade has learnt over 

the last three years with as many peo-

ple as possible, adults and children 

alike. 

Helping people to avoid being the 

next victim by being more aware of 

how situations arise and how to 

avoid them but also have the skills 

and confidence to act if truly needed. 

 I would like to attend your club at a 

time thatõs convenient with yourself 

and run a short workshop on staying 

safe at night. 

 There will be NO cost for this 

workshop as we want to help keep 

our community safe. 

 If you feel this is something you 

would like to do please contact me 

on details below and I look forward 

to talking to you soon. 

 Kind Regards 

Simon Hall 

Bristol Martial Arts Academy 

Senior Instructor 

Tel: 0845 6434074 

Email: simonrhall@yahoo.co.uk 

www.bristolmartialartsacademy.com 

 

NOTE:  Their website states that 

òOur instructors are nationally certified and 

CRB checkedó, and that they are based 

at Central Park, Hengrove. 

A message from Bristol Martial Arts Academy  

Avon County Patrol Camping Competition 2011 -  Titanic Results  
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Post and Press Trophy 
1st Cabot 227th Bristol Maiden Voyagers 405 
2nd Kingswood 54th St Annes 

Oldland 
Look out theres an ice-

berg 
404 

3rd Bristol South 148th Stockwood Tanks 375 
4th Wansdyke High Littleton Cobra 371 
5th Brunel 58th Bristol (1st 

Eastville) 
Sinking 58th's 369 

6th Kingswood 46th Kingswood Longwell Green Lions 283 
7th Brunel 58th Bristol (1st 

Eastville) 
The Penguins 247 

8th Bristol South 148th Stockwood Camping Cobas 240 
9th Brunel 1st Little Stoke 1st Little Stoke Wolves 

  
236 

Tony Award 
1st Axe 1st Winscombe Help Were Sinking 367 
2nd Cotswold Edge 1st Falfield Falfield Four 360 
3rd Axe 1st Congresbury ChillAxe 344 
4th Bristol South 256th Bristol 

Christchurch  
256th Patrol A 291 

5th Brunel 13th Bristol The Egg Patrol 249 
6th Cotswold Edge 1st Olveston Olveston White Star 238 

mailto:simonrhall@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.bristolmartialartsacademy.com/
http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
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Recently, the Scout Association have 

received a number of questions 

about the difference between      

Occasional Helpers and other roles 

in Scouting, particularly Sectional 

Assistants.  

In response to this, we thought it 

would be helpful to clarify the fol-

lowing points.  

 

Who are Occasional Helpers? 

An Occasional Helper is anyone in 

England, Wales or Northern Ireland 

who is required to complete a Crimi-

nal Records check but who is not 

taking on a formal appointment in 

Scouting. 

An adult should be recorded as an 

Occasional Helper if they fit into one 

or more of the following categories:  

- They may have unsupervised access 

to young people. For instance, a  

parent who drives the minibus or 

their own vehicle to take children to 

activities away from the regular meet-

ing place organised by the section 

leaders. Or, parents who are volun-

teering on a sectionõs parent rota 

once every month. 

- They are helping with an overnight 

activity. For example, a parent who is 

joining the unit in their annual camp, 

or supervising a group on a night 

hike. 

- They are handling money, for ex-

ample, collecting subs or camp fees 

for the unit.  

If anyone is helping in a Section on a 

regular basis, they should be        

encouraged to become a Sectional 

Assistant or Scout Active Support 

Member rather than an Occasional 

Helper. 

 

What are the differences between 

these roles? 

The key differences that you should 

be aware of are that Sectional Assis-

tants and Scout Active Support 

Members receive a number of     

additional benefits including Scouting 

magazine, Scouting Plus, a higher 

level of insurance coverage and train-

ing to support them in their role. 

They also accrue service for their role 

in Scouting. 

 

What about Executive Committee 

Members?    

Executive Committee Members are 

also formal appointments and should 

not be recorded as Occasional   

Helpers. It is important that they 

complete the Adult Application (AA) 

or Change of Role (CR) Form to 

ensure that they read and sign the 

charity trustee declaration. 

 

CRB requirements  

Adults are required to complete a 

Criminal Records Check if they: 

- wish to become a Member or Asso-

ciate Member; or 

- may have unsupervised access to 

young people; or 

- will have involvement with the han-

dling or management of funds; or 

- will be assisting with overnight ac-

tivities (including Nights Away); or 

- may be helping out once a month 

or more. 

If anyone is helping in a Section on a 

regular basis, they should be encour-

aged to become Sectional Assistants 

or Scout Active Support Members 

rather than Occasional Helpers. 

  

Differences between Sectional 

Assistants and Occasional Help-

ers? 

The key differences that you should 

be aware of are that Sectional Assis-

tants and Scout Active Support 

Members receive a number of addi-

tional benefits including Scouting 

magazine, Scouting Plus, a higher 

level of insurance coverage and train-

ing to support them in their role. 

They also accrue service for their role 

in Scouting. 

These differences are summarised in 

the table below: 

Focus on Occasional Helpers  
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   Section leader and    
assistant section leader Sectional Assistant Active Support member Occasional Helper 

Function  Manage the section  Support the leaders 
 Actively support Scouting 
(in line with service agree-

ment) 

 Provide occasional support 
(and require a criminal 

records check) 

 Uniform and Promise  Yes  Optional  Optional  No 

 Training required  Yes (Wood Badge)  Yes (Modules 1 and 3)  Yes (Modules 1 and 3)  No 

 Scouting magazine  Yes  Yes  Yes  No 

 Scouting Plus  Yes  Yes  Yes  No 

 Public liability insurance  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes 

 Personal accident insurance 
cover  Yes  Yes  Yes  No (unless purchased sepa-

rately) 

 Membership fee required  Yes  Yes  Yes  No 

http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/
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Future Events & óJOTI Radioô photos 

TBC = To Be Confirmed      ADC = Assistant Distant Commissioner             HQ = Headquarters 

Date Time Place Section Event Comments 

January 

 

 

   

 

  

February 

 

 

   

 

  

March      

April      

Sunday 22nd April 

2012 

TBC Church of Jesus 

Christ of the Latter 

Day Saints, 

Wells, Whitchurch 

ALL St. Georges Day 

Parade & Service 

 

May      

14th to 20th May 

2012 

TBC TBC All Scout Community 

Week 

What are you doing? 

June   

 

    

July  

 

    

August  

 

    

September  

 

    

October  

 

    

November     

 

 

December     

 

 

 

The following events are taking place in the near future. If you are a young person, please speak with your leaders for 

further information on these events. If you are a leader, please speak with the respective ADC for more information. 

www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk  

http://www.bristolsouthscouts.org.uk/

