
These accounts are: 
 

• Presented to the Annual General Meeting of the Bristol South Scout Council of its information 

• Uploaded to The Charity Commission (England & Wales) portal as part of the annual charity report  

• Forwarded to the Avon Scout County for information 

• Uploaded to the Bristol South Scouts website to enable public access 
 
Accounts Commentary 2022-2023 
 
As the total district Income is less than £250k the accounts are in a 'Receipts & Payments' format as per The 
Charity Commission requirements and subject to an ‘Independent Examination’ rather than full audit. 
 
Once again, the district finishes aa review period in an apparently ‘cash rich’ situation, however, this is not by 
design more by misfortune. Whilst support payments/grants from various sources regarding Covid have ceased, 
the closure of two Scout groups and Ravens Band has meant their residual funds have transferred to district for 
future use. 
 
Until effective use of these funds can be made, the majority of this has been placed in an interest-bearing account 
so that some gain is made from it whilst future expenditures are being identified and made. It would not be 
prudent management to spend for spending’s sake just to reduce balances to the agreed reserves levels. Indeed 
some of these may need revaluation as costs across the board continue to rise, although reliefs on rates and 
utilities were still received. Gift Aid continues to be claimed where possible. 
 
The Virgin Money deposit account has not been drawn upon, interest gained had diminished and whilst there was 
a plan to redistribute these funds over newer accounts as the interest rate improved this was not done although 
options remain open as situations may change. 
 
Previously planned expenditures, pre pandemic’ have been made as we have returned to the provision of normal 
activities, e.g. the Jamboree fund supporting those groups that attended ‘The Big Fiesta’ camping event in 2022. 
Plus refunds on district membership charges were made to help groups face additional calls on their funds and 
district events continue to receive a high degree of support, e.g. cub section Pinewood Derby 50%+. One capital 
asset was purchased, the ‘stage framing’ primarily for The Gang Show. 
 
The usual county and national membership payment taking place in the first few days of the subsequent fiscal 
year, means the main account needs to be reduced by £60.5k to give an accurate snapshot of the true 'cash' 
balance, of approximately £95.2k. 
 
As in the previously year, expenditures relating to Eastwinds have been deferred and the regular income stream 
for incidental third-party use has decreased. The amount of contribution made by Forest School for regular use 
has increased to cover site operational costs which also helps in keeping the costs of Scouting use to pre 
pandemic levels. 
 
The value of badge stocks has risen, costs have increased and there was a marked increase in orders towards the 
end of the fiscal year which had not been changed out at its closure. There is still the intention to sell off obsolete 
stocks as opportunities permit so value will be recovered. 
 
The established formal reserves policy, retaining at least an average of three years reserve covering non deferable 
costs, anticipated to be in the region of £15k and the remediation allocation at £22k have been maintained with 
development and assistance provisions being increased to £18k. 
 
I end with my usual sincere thanks to all who have kept accounts over the year, enabling the timely production of 
these accounts and to the continued support of the account signatories to the smooth operation of the 'finance 
team’. 
 

    Tony Rees - District Finance Team 

 


